Introduction
The focus of this chapter is on the formulation of migration policy in Africa, especially in the West Africa sub-region. The Common Approach on Migration adopted by the African Union (AU) and the Protocol on free movement of persons, establishment and residence of the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) are reviewed as expressions of the regional and sub-regional perspectives on policy. At the national level, the focus is on the formulation of migration policy in Nigeria.
Over the past few years, a series of important meetings and events at international, regional and national levels have focussed on migration and development. At the international level, the report of the Global Commission for International Migration (2005) , the United Nations High-Level Dialogue on Migration and Development (2006) and the Global Forum on Migration and Development (2007, 2008, 2009) At the sub-regional level, economic organisations are potential avenues for multinational cooperation and policy development regarding migration, and more so where these organisations are dominated by the economies of a single country, and movements of people have been directed to its core countries. Examples of these are Botswana and South Africa in southern Africa, Gabon in central Africa, Kenya in eastern Africa, Côte d'Ivoire and Nigeria in West Africa, and Libya in North Africa. It is for this reason that we illustrate below how protocols on free movement of persons have evolved in the various sub-regional economic groupings. The choice of ECOWAS is based on the fact that it is the only sub-regional organisation that articulated a protocol on free movement of persons in 1979, and in 2006, also adopted a common position on migration, as did the African Union earlier on. Nigeria is the region's demographic giant, a country of origin, transit and destination for a variety of migration configurations. In 2007, the country formulated a national migration policy.
Section 1 in the chapter briefly sketches the context, patterns, root causes, and the dynamics of migration in the different sub-regions of Africa. This is followed by a discussion of how migration is managed through specific international agreements, especially protocols on free movement of persons, to promote intra-regional labour mobility, its achievements and challenges. Section 2 focuses on the AU and ECOWAS common approach and position on migration, as well as on the formulation of the Nigeria national migration policy. The need for cooperation and dialogue for policy coherence, and what lessons have been learnt in formulating migration policy conclude the chapter.
The context of migration
In Africa, intra-and inter-country movements continue to be a central feature of life of the people. Much of this movement takes place in diverse political, economic, socio-ethnic and ecological
